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Editorial

Our insƟtuƟonal governance has remained robust and purposeful. The Board of Directors has conƟnued to 
provide valuable strategic direcƟon, guiding us in key iniƟaƟves, collaboraƟve efforts, and farmer-centric 
programs, including the presƟgious ASPEE L.M. Patel Farmers of the Year Award. Their wisdom and 
foresight have played a crucial role in shaping our journey.

InnovaƟon conƟnues to remain at the heart of our efforts. Tools such as the ferƟlizer spreading machine 
and the SRT e-Zebu have been thoughƞully developed to support small and marginal farmers - enhancing 
efficiency, reducing input costs and ulƟmately improving farm profitability.

Our diversificaƟon iniƟaƟves, including oyster mushroom culƟvaƟon and solar drying of sapota, highlight 
our focus on value addiƟon and income enhancement. The encouraging results from these trials indicate 
strong potenƟal for adopƟon by farmers. Extension acƟviƟes such as the Rabi Farmers’ Day have further 
strengthened the bridge between scienƟfic knowledge and its pracƟcal applicaƟon in the field.

A major highlight of this quarter has been the renewal process of recogniƟon from the Department of 
ScienƟfic and Industrial Research, New Delhi. This recogniƟon is not merely a formal approval - it is a 
reaffirmaƟon of our scienƟfic integrity, our commitment to research excellence and our growing 
contribuƟon to the agricultural ecosystem of the naƟon. It further strengthens the credibility and standing 
of the ASPEE Agricultural Research and Development FoundaƟon.

The first quarter of 2026 has been a period of meaningful progress, reflecƟon, and innovaƟon. Despite 
limited financial resources, the FoundaƟon has demonstrated remarkable efficiency in maximizing its 
acƟviƟes, driven by a deep sense of purpose and commitment to agricultural research, farmer welfare and 
sustainable pracƟces.

Dear Friends,

We are encouraged by tangible field successes. The bumper sapota yield of 42 tons stands as a tesƟmony to 
scienƟfic orchard management and disciplined farming pracƟces. Our paddy seed producƟon program, 
carried out in collaboraƟon with Dr. Balasaheb Sawant Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth, reflects our strong 
capability in producing and disseminaƟng quality seeds to farmers.

Equally heartening is the progress of the Sharad Patel Skill Development Centre at Uchat. Since its 
incepƟon on 1st December 2025, the center has enrolled 75 students, reflecƟng an encouraging response 
from the community. By imparƟng training in nursing and computer skills, the center is creaƟng 
meaningful livelihood opportuniƟes for rural youth and farming families.

Kiran Patel
Director

With warm regards,

At the same Ɵme, we paused to remember the invaluable contribuƟons of Late Dr. Sharad L. Patel on his 
first death anniversary. His visionary leadership conƟnues to inspire us every day. The tribute ceremony at 
Tansa Farm was not just a remembrance, but a reaffirmaƟon of our collecƟve resolve to carry forward his 
mission of sustainable agriculture and farmer empowerment.

In conclusion, this quarter reflects a harmonious blend of research, innovaƟon, field achievements and 
insƟtuƟonal strength. As we move forward, the ASPEE FoundaƟon remains steadfast in its commitment to 
advancing agriculture through science, technology and meaningful engagement with the farming 
community.
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Renewal of DSIR Recognition for ASPEE Foundation

The program began with floral offerings and a moment of silence, honoring his 
contribuƟons and commitment to the organizaƟon. Senior staff members 
shared their memories and experiences, highlighƟng his leadership, guidance 
and the impact he had on strengthening the foundaƟon’s acƟviƟes. His vision 
for promoƟng sustainable agriculture and farmer welfare was recalled with 
deep respect. The gathering reflected a sense of unity and graƟtude, as all 

present reaffirmed their commitment to carrying forward his mission and values.

1st Death Anniversary of Director, Dr. Sharad L. Patel

In order to ensure conƟnuity of its research iniƟaƟves and insƟtuƟonal recogniƟon, ASPEE FoundaƟon has 
taken Ɵmely steps for renewal. A fresh applicaƟon for DSIR recogniƟon has been successfully submiƩed 
online on 13th February, 2026. The applicaƟon seeks renewal for a further period of three years, covering 
the duraƟon from 1st April, 2026 to 31st March, 2029.

The renewal of DSIR recogniƟon will further strengthen the FoundaƟon’s capacity to conƟnue its scienƟfic 
work and contribute effecƟvely towards sustainable agricultural development.

ASPEE FoundaƟon has been duly recognized by the Department of ScienƟfic and Industrial Research (DSIR), 
New Delhi, which reflects its commitment towards research and development acƟviƟes in the agricultural 
sector. This recogniƟon is a significant milestone that enables the FoundaƟon to undertake scienƟfic 
research with insƟtuƟonal credibility and avail various benefits provided by DSIR. The current tenure of this 
recogniƟon is valid up to 31st March, 2026.

The Director of ASPEE ARD FoundaƟon, Late Dr. Sharad Patel, passed away on 
23rd January 2025, leaving behind a legacy of dedicaƟon, vision and valuable 
contribuƟons to agricultural development. In remembrance of his life and 
work, his first death anniversary was solemnly observed at the ARDF Office, 
Tansa Farm. The ceremony was aƩended by ASPEE staff, who gathered to pay 
their hearƞelt tributes to the departed soul.
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Progress of Sharad Patel 
Skill Development Centre, Uchat

The Sharad Patel Skill Development Centre at Uchat has made encouraging progress in its mission to 
support rural youth. Located in a remote area where many boys and girls disconƟnue educaƟon aŌer SSC or 
HSC, the FoundaƟon took the iniƟaƟve to establish this centre to create livelihood opportuniƟes for local 
farming families. The centre aims to provide girls with nursing training and boys with computer skills, 
enabling them to secure jobs in nearby towns and ciƟes and reduce dependence solely on agriculture. This 
iniƟaƟve is expected to improve the socio-economic condiƟon of poor farmers by supporƟng their 
children’s futures. To facilitate girls’ parƟcipaƟon, a hostel facility has also been developed. The FoundaƟon 
is further working on employment Ɵe-ups with nearby industries and hospitals to ensure placement 
opportuniƟes for trained students. The nursing and computer courses commenced on 1st December 2025. 
So far, 55 students have enrolled in the computer course and 20 students in the nursing course, reflecƟng a 
posiƟve response from the local community.

Bumper Sapota Production

This year, the farm recorded a bumper yield of sapota 
fruits, reflecƟng the success of improved orchard 
management pracƟces and favorable  c l imaƟc 
condiƟons.   During the peak harvesƟng period from 
January to March, a total of 42 tons of high-quality sapota 
fruits were harvested. The fruits exhibited good size, 
uniformity and sweetness, which enhanced their market 
demand. Proper nutrient management, Ɵmely irrigaƟon 
and effecƟve pest and disease control contributed 
significantly to achieving this high producƟvity.

The harvested produce was efficiently marketed to traders and vendors in Bhiwandi as well as nearby local 
markets. Due to the superior quality of the fruits, the produce fetched remuneraƟve prices, ensuring beƩer 
income for the farm. The systemaƟc harvesƟng and quick transportaƟon helped in maintaining freshness 
and reducing post-harvest losses. This successful season not only demonstrated the potenƟal of sapota 
culƟvaƟon in the region but also served as a model for nearby farmers.
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Fertilizer Spreading Machine Trial

This targeted applicaƟon ensures that nutrients are made 
available exactly where the plant needs them the most, thereby 
enhancing nutr ient 
uptake. The machine 
also facilitates Ɵmely 
ferƟlizer management, 

which is criƟcal for achieving beƩer crop growth and 
producƟvity. By minimizing ferƟlizer losses due to broadcasƟng 
or improper placement, the tool significantly contributes to 
ferƟlizer savings. Moreover, the reducƟon in ferƟlizer usage 
directly lowers input costs, making it an economically beneficial. 
The tool is easy to operate, labor-saving, and suitable for field 
condiƟons. 

During the current year, ASPEE FoundaƟon has successfully 
developed an innovaƟve tool for precise ferƟlizer applicaƟon 
near the plant root zone. This machine is designed to improve 
nutrient use efficiency and reduce wastage during ferƟlizer 
applicaƟon. The tool consists of a ferƟlizer tank that can be filled 
with the required quanƟty of ferƟlizer. It is equipped with a 
simple mechanism where, upon pressing a buƩon, a controlled 
and small amount of ferƟlizer is released directly near the root 
zone of the plant.
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Paddy Seed Production

During the Kharif season of 2025, the ASPEE FoundaƟon successfully 
iniƟated a rice seed producƟon program in collaboraƟon with Dr. 
Balasaheb Sawant Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth, Dapoli. Under this 
program, scienƟfic culƟvaƟon pracƟces and proper isolaƟon 
measures were meƟculously followed to maintain high standards of 
seed purity and quality. Regular field inspecƟons, systemaƟc rouging, 
and conƟnuous technical guidance from experts ensured that the 
crop complied with all required cerƟficaƟon norms.

As a result of these well-coordinated efforts, the ASPEE FoundaƟon 
produced 24 tons of cerƟfied paddy seed of the widely adopted 
Karjat-3 variety, which was subsequently supplied to the Regional 
Agriculture Research Centre, Palghar in March 2026. 

In addiƟon, the FoundaƟon produced 3 tons of Gujarat-13 paddy 
seed, which was distributed to farmers at a subsidized rate to promote 
its adopƟon.

 This achievement not only strengthens the FoundaƟon’s capacity in 
quality seed producƟon but also significantly enhances farmers’ access 

to reliable seeds, ulƟmately contribuƟng to improved producƟvity and sustainable rice culƟvaƟon in the 
region.

Mango Flowering of 2026

During the current season, mango orchards exhibited profuse and uniform flowering; however, prolonged 
cloudy weather created favorable condiƟons for the increased incidence of sucking pests, parƟcularly 
mango hoppers. These pests pose a serious threat by affecƟng flower retenƟon and subsequent fruit set. 
To effecƟvely manage the situaƟon, a second round of plant protecƟon spraying is being undertaken. 

This spraying schedule and recommended chemicals are being followed strictly under the expert guidance 
of  Timely intervenƟon is expected to minimize pest 
damage and ensure beƩer fruit development and yield.

Dr. Balasaheb Sawant Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth.
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SRT - Zebu Machine

Oyster Mushroom Trial

In the month of January, Oyster mushroom culƟvaƟon was 
undertaken on a trial basis at Tansa Farm to explore an 
addiƟonal income-generaƟng acƟvity suitable for small and 
marginal farmers. The trial was carried out by Ms. Monali PaƟl 
and Ms. Tanvi PaƟl under the technical guidance of Dr. Swapnil 
Dekhane, who had previously received specialized training in 
mushroom culƟvaƟon from Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kosbad.

The machine is capable of performing more than ten 
different agricultural operaƟons, including sowing, 
digging, weeding, spraying, residue management, and 
transportaƟon of farm produce. It also supports a range 
of useful aƩachments such as a dumper, trencher, and 
cuƩer, making it highly suitable for precision farming and improved crop management, parƟcularly in 

paddy culƟvaƟon.

This machine is especially beneficial for small, marginal, 
and horƟcultural farmers by providing an affordable 
mechanized soluƟon that reduces dependence on 
manual labor. A live demonstraƟon of the machine was 
organized at Tansa Farm for nearby farmers. A large 
number of farmers visited the farm to observe its 
working efficiency and versaƟlity. The demonstraƟon 
generated considerable interest, and many farmers 
expressed their willingness to purchase the machine for 
their own farms.

A newly purchased five-row Zebu Sowing Machine was introduced at Tansa Farm to promote efficient and 
mechanized farming pracƟces. The SRT e-ZebU is a mulƟ-
purpose, all-electric mini tractor specifically designed for 
small-scale and sustainable agriculture, including the 
Saguna RegeneraƟve Technique (SRT). As an electric-
powered machine, it offers significant advantages such as 
zero fuel cost, low maintenance, and eco-friendly 
operaƟon.

The machine was also used for sowing moong crop at the 
farm. It was observed that the sowing operaƟon, which normally requires substanƟal labor and Ɵme, was 
completed within just one hour. This clearly highlighted the machine’s efficiency, Ɵme-saving capability, 
and economic benefits. Overall, the Zebu Sowing Machine has proved to be a highly useful innovaƟon for 
reducing labor costs, improving Ɵmeliness of operaƟons, and enhancing farm producƟvity.
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Solar Dryer Trial

The ASPEE FoundaƟon procured a solar dryer from Aura Green Pvt. Ltd. 
with the objecƟve of promoƟng value addiƟon and reducing post-
harvest losses at the farm level. UƟlizing this solar dryer, chiku 
(sapota) chips were successfully prepared as a value-added 
product. The prepared samples were distributed to farmers 
during the Farmers’ Day program to demonstrate the pracƟcal 
benefits of processing and to encourage adopƟon of such 
technologies. This iniƟaƟve was undertaken to address the 
significant losses observed during the peak ripening period of 
chiku fruits. Due to intense sunlight and higher temperatures 
during the months of February and March, fruits tend to mature 
rapidly, leading to excessive fruit drop and subsequent wastage. By 
converƟng surplus and overripe fruits into dehydrated products like 
chiku chips, the shelf life of the produce can be extended, thereby 
minimizing losses. The use of a solar dryer not only provides an 
eco-friendly and cost-effecƟve method of processing but also 
enhances the economic value of the produce. This approach 
offers farmers an opportunity to generate addiƟonal income 
through value addiƟon while ensuring beƩer uƟlizaƟon of farm 
produce that would otherwise go to waste.

 

 

For the experiment, high-quality oyster mushroom spawn was procured from the same insƟtuƟon to 
ensure beƩer yield and performance. The enƟre culƟvaƟon process was conducted in a systemaƟc manner, 

including substrate preparaƟon, steril izaƟon, 
spawning, and maintenance of required temperature 
and humidity condiƟons. Proper hygiene and 
monitoring pracƟces were strictly followed to avoid 
contaminaƟon and to achieve opƟmal growth. The 
results of the trial were encouraging, as the oyster 

mushrooms were ready for harvest within 25 days of 
spawning. The successful culƟvaƟon at Tansa Farm 
demonstrated the feasibility and potenƟal of oyster 
mushroom producƟon under local condiƟons. This 

trial not only provided pracƟcal learning experience but 
also opened avenues for promoƟng mushroom culƟvaƟon as a viable supplementary livelihood opƟon for 
farmers in the region The ready oyster mushrooms produced at the farm were sold at the rate of ₹300 per 
kg in fresh form, providing a good source of regular income. It was also observed that if the mushrooms are 
processed and sold in dried form, they can fetch a much higher market price of around ₹2,000 per kg. This 
clearly demonstrates the high profit potenƟal of mushroom culƟvaƟon with comparaƟvely low iniƟal 
investment and minimal land requirement.

 

. 
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ASPEE Foundation Board of Directors meeting

For the financial year 2025–26 the third Board of Directors meeƟng of the ASPEE Agricultural Research & 
Development FoundaƟon was held on Tuesday, 24th February 2026 at 3:30 PM at the FoundaƟon’s Head 
Office in Malad, Mumbai. The meeƟng was aƩended by the Directors, namely Mr. Kiran Lallubhai Patel, Mr. 
JaƟn Sharadchandra Patel, Mr. Rajeev Kiran Patel, and 
Mr. S. R. Srinivasa.

During the meeƟng, several important agenda items 
were discussed in detail. These included a review of 
the report of the Dr. Sharad Patel Skill Development 
Center at Uchat, as well as an overview of the ongoing 
acƟviƟes of the ASPEE FoundaƟon. The Board also 
reviewed the progress of the ASPEE L.M. Patel Farmers 
of the Year Award for the years 2023–24 and 2024–25 
along with the financial accounts of the ARD 
FoundaƟon.

The Board also reviewed a donaƟon request from Saguna Rural FoundaƟon to support and facilitate 30 
farmers from Maharashtra and neighboring states. The proposed support is expected to help farmers gain 
pracƟcal exposure to improved agricultural pracƟces and innovaƟve farming methods, thereby 
contribuƟng to beƩer producƟvity and farm sustainability. Overall, the Board carefully considered the 
relevance, impact, and long-term benefits of these proposals in line with the FoundaƟon’s objecƟves of 
promoƟng farmer welfare and rural development.

Another significant proposal was received from Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kosbad Hill, focusing on the 
upliŌment of tribal communiƟes through skill development intervenƟons in income-generaƟng acƟviƟes 
such as mushroom culƟvaƟon and beekeeping. The Board noted that such iniƟaƟves could play an 
important role in creaƟng sustainable livelihood opportuniƟes and strengthening self-reliance among rural 
households.

All maƩers were discussed comprehensively, and necessary guidance and direcƟons were provided for 
further acƟon.

In addiƟon, the Board examined several important 
project proposals and requests received from different organizaƟons aimed at strengthening rural 
livelihoods and farmer welfare. One notable proposal was received from the Ramakrishna Mission 
Ashrama, Ranchi, Ɵtled “Empowering Tribal Farmers of Ranchi District with Round-the-Year Vegetable 
Nursery Raising FaciliƟes.” The proposal focused on establishing five shade-net structures measuring 20 x 
10 x 9 feet to support conƟnuous vegetable nursery producƟon. Out of these, four shade-nets are proposed 
to be installed at selected farmers’ fields, while one will be set up at the Divyayan Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
campus, Ranchi, to serve as a demonstraƟon and training unit for farmers. The Board appreciated the 
project’s potenƟal to improve access to quality seedlings, promote year-round vegetable culƟvaƟon, and 
enhance income opportuniƟes for tribal farmers.
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Rabi Farmers’ Day Celebration at Tansa Farm 

Shri. Bharat Kushare delivered an informaƟve lecture on sunflower crop management. He explained 
important aspects for obtaining higher yield from sunflower culƟvaƟon. Dr. UƩam Sahane delivered 

Farmers’ Day was successfully organized at Tansa Farm on 10th March 2026 on the topic of “Main Fruits and 
Sunflower Crop Management & Pest Management” with the objecƟve of creaƟng awareness among 
farmers about improved agricultural pracƟces and strengthening the link between scienƟsts and farmers. 
Around 60 farmers from nearby villages enthusiasƟcally parƟcipated in the event.

The program began with a field visit where farmers were taken around the farm to observe different 
demonstraƟon plots. During this visit, farmers closely examined crops such as Sunflower, Sunhemp and 
Safflower grown at the farm. The parƟcipants also visited the mushroom laboratory and the solar dryer 
unit, where they were informed about mushroom culƟvaƟon techniques and the benefits of solar drying 
technology for preserving agricultural produce.

Shri. Kiran Patel, President of the funcƟon, delivered the introductory remarks and briefed the farmers 
about the various acƟviƟes and iniƟaƟves undertaken by the ASPEE FoundaƟon for the benefit of the 
farming community emphasizing of adopƟng modern agricultural technologies. The program was 
anchored by Senior ScienƟst Dr. Swapnil Dekhane, who smoothly conducted the enƟre event. The Chief 
Guests for the program were Dr. UƩam Sahane and Shri. Bharat Kushare from Krushi Vigyan Kendra, 
Kosbad.

Scrutiny of Nomination Forms for 
ASPEE L.M. Patel Farmers of the Year Award – 

2025-26.

AŌer thorough and in-depth deliberaƟons on 23 high-
quality NominaƟon Forms the commiƩee shortlisted 5 
nominaƟons for video documentaƟon of farm acƟviƟes 
under the Women Farmer category. This category focused 
on enterprising women engaged in vegetable culƟvaƟon across the Central and Western zones including 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhaƫsgarh, Gujarat, Goa, Rajasthan, and Maharashtra.

The selecƟon process was carried out with careful consideraƟon to ensure that the most deserving and 
progressive farmers are recognized and further evaluated for the presƟgious award.

A meeƟng was convened on 25th & 26th February 2026 
under the chairmanship of Dr. Parag Haldankar, former 
Director of Research at Dr. Balasaheb Sawant Konkan Krishi 
Vidyapeeth, Dapoli. The primary objecƟve of the meeƟng 
was to scruƟnize and evaluate the nominaƟon forms 
received for the ASPEE L.M. Patel Farmers of the Year Award 
2025-2026.

In the HorƟculture category (Banana crop) out of 27 NominaƟon Forms received, 5 nominaƟons were 
selected based on their performance and innovaƟon. Similarly, under the Rainfed Farming category 
(Paddy/Rice crop) 4 NominaƟon Forms were shortlisted from a total of 24 applicaƟons.
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The chief guest Shri. Bharat Kushare 
Welcomed by ASPEE FoundaƟon Director, 

Shri. Kiran L. Patel.

The chief guest Dr. UƩam Sahane 
Welcomed by ASPEE FoundaƟon Director, 

Shri. Kiran L. Patel.

Sunflower plot visit of the farmers. Farmers visit to Solar Dryer.

 a detailed talk detailed talk on insect and pest management in major crops. He highlighted common pests 
affecƟng fruit crops and field crops and suggested effecƟve and eco-friendly management pracƟces.  AŌer 
the expert lectures, an interacƟve quesƟon-and-answer session was organized where farmers acƟvely 
raised their queries related to crop management and pest control. The experts paƟently addressed all the 
doubts and provided pracƟcal soluƟons to the farmers.

 

The program concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by ASPEE FoundaƟon staff member Mr. Kalpesh 
Jadhav, who expressed graƟtude to the chief guests, parƟcipaƟng farmers, and all staff members for their 
support in making the event successful.

AŌer clearing all the doubts of the farmers, the Farmers’ Day program ended with lunch, leaving the 
parƟcipants saƟsfied and moƟvated to adopt improved farming pracƟces.
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Chief Guest Shri. Bharat Kushare addressing 
to the farmers.

Chief Guest Dr. UƩam Sahane addressing 
to the farmers.

Farmers doubt clearing session A token of love gave to chief guest 

Shri. Kiran L. Patel Sir.
Shri. Bharat Kushare by the hands of 

A token of love gave to chief guest Dr. UƩam 
Sahane by the hands of Shri. Kiran L. Patel Sir.

Vote of Thanks given by Mr. Kalpesh 
Jadhav.
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